the Bristol General Hospital, November 28th, 1883, with a simple fracture of the olecranon, caused by a blow with a heavy iron bar, inflicted on the arm, which was raised to protect his head. The fragments were separated more than an inch when the arm was straightened. He was suffering severe pain, there was some swelling and a good deal of deformity about the elbow, but very little ecchymosis, one small spot of skin, however, about 2 mm. in size was severely bruised.
November 29th, the operation was performed in the following manner : An incision about four inches long was made from the tip of the olecranon downwards, over the posterior aspect of the ulna, similar to the lower part of the incision for excision of the elbow-joint. The soft parts were cleared away for a small space from the posterior surface of the fragment, and a hole drilled through to the broken surface, avoiding the articular cartilage; through this a stout silver wire was passed from the outside, inwards. The tissues were then in a like manner separated from the ulna, and another hole drilled in the same way, except that from the angle made by the two surfaces. However, I do feel pretty strongly that if this method is to be adopted at all, it is very much better to do it as soon as possible after the accident, and not to wait until the fragment has been partly absorbed, when, of course, the two surfaces will not correspond; and, in fact, it may be necessary to remove still more of the bone in order to get an adhesive surface, to say nothing of the obstructions to the restoration of the joint by the possible organisation of blood clot, &c., within it, together with any adhesions that may have taken place.
Although primary wiring of the olecranon has never yet been advocated, it was so evident in this case that bony union was almost if not quite impossible that I determined to wire it at once, and think the result has quite borne out the propriety of that determination.
Of In order to avoid any chance of splitting the bone, I used an ordinary Archimedean drill to bore the holes, but as it is difficult to fix the fragment while both hands are employed in working the drill, I think an ordinary bradawl, as used by Professor Lister, would be a better instrument for that purpose.
In the next case I should instead of the first wire pass a loop of rather finer wire, and through it pass the end of the second wire, because in making the loop at the end of the first, on retracting it there was a tendency for the turned-up end to hitch.
